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CIVILIAN POLICE OVERSIGHT BOARD 

Thursday, November 10, 2016 – 5:00 PM 
Vincent E. Griego Chambers, Basement Level 

City/County Government Center – One Civic Plaza NW 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 

 
Members Present: Others Present 
Beth Mohr, Chair 
Leonard Waites, Vice Chair 
Johnny J. Armijo 
Susanne Brown 
Eric Cruz 
Joanne Fine 
Dr. Carlotta Garcia 
Dr. Lisa M. Orick-Martinez 
Rev. Dr. David Z. Ring III 
 

Edward Harness, CPOA 
Mark Baker, Esq. 
Michelle Contreras, CPOA 
Diane McDermott, CPOA 
Dr. Miriam Verploegh, CPOA 
Julian Moya, City Council 
Sgt. Anthony Simballa, APD 
 

Meeting Minutes 

I. Welcome and call to order - Chair Beth Mohr called to order the regular meeting of the 
Police Oversight Board at 5:02 p.m.   

II. Pledge of Allegiance – Johnny J. Armijo led the meeting in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
III. Mission Statement – Beth Mohr, Chair read the POB’s Mission Statement. 
IV. Approval of the Agenda 

a) Chair Mohr noted that the Chief letters in agenda item 7c will be discussed with 
various items rather than limiting the letters to agenda item 7c.  

b) A motion was made by Member Ring to approve the agenda as amended. Member 
Brown seconded the motion.  The motion was carried by the following vote: 
For: 8 - Armijo, Brown, Cruz, Fine, Garcia, Mohr, Ring, Waites 

V. Public Comments -Tony Pirard gave a summary to the board regarding several incidents 
in which he experienced rudeness towards him at the CPC summit last month.     

VI. Review and Approval of minutes from the October 13, 2016 Police Oversight Board 
Meeting - A motion was made by Vice Chair Waites to approve the minutes. Member 
Garcia seconded the motion.  The motion was carried by the following vote:   
For: 8 - Armijo, Brown, Cruz, Fine, Garcia, Mohr, Ring, Waites 

VII. Discussion 
a) Status Conference with Judge Brack 

1. Meeting at the DOJ 
A meeting was held on November 9, 2016 at the Department of Justice with 
representatives from Albuquerque Police Department (APD), APD Union, the 
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APD Union’s attorney, the City Attorney’s office, plus POB Chair Mohr and 
several other POB members to discuss the four issues as expressed in Chair 
Mohr’s letter to Judge Brack. (See attachment “A” for email from Chair Mohr 
dated October 26, 2016 and filed in U.S. District Court on October 27, 2016 in 
case no. 14CV-1025.)  

2. Status Conference Hearing  
The next setting for the Status Conference with Judge Brack will be on Friday, 
November 18, 2016 at 1:15 p.m.  The public and the POB members are invited to 
attend this hearing. 

b) Monitor’s Report 
1. Discussed Independent Monitor’s 4th report and the following related topics:  

a. The CPOA Director and investigators met with the Mr. Daniel Giaquinto of 
the Monitoring team to discuss some issues relating to the credibility 
evaluations in some the investigations that were highlighted in the report.  

b. Discussed the paragraphs of the Settlement Agreement relating to the CPOA, 
which are in primary and secondary compliance.  

c. The Director will meet with Assistant City Attorney Jenica Jacobi to review 
and discuss if there will be any changes to the Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) in conjunction with APD’s new policy 3-41. 

2. Discussion of the Monitor’s Redacted report 
a. Discussed the Monitor’s redacted report sent to the CPOA from APD, which 

redacted important critiques pertaining to the CPOA.  
b. Mr. Giaquinto of the Monitoring team will be forwarding the future reports 

directly to the CPOA instead of through APD. 
c) Letters to the Chief -A copy of the document titled “Recommendations from 

CPOA/POB to APD” was distributed and discussed. (See attachment “B”) 
d) POB Communication through APD - The CPOA will be communicating directly to 

the Independent Monitor as it relates to the Monitor’s reports.  
***Member Dr. Orick-Martinez arrived at the meeting at 5:35 p.m. during item 8** 

VIII. Hearings on Request for Reconsideration - CPC 251-15  
a) Appeal Mr. Charles Arasim 

1. Copies of the following documents were distributed to the POB: a) Appeals to the 
POB – General Information; b) Appeals to the POB – Procedures. (See 
attachment “C”). 

2. A copy Mr. Arasim’s appeal request for hearing, complaint in CPC 251-15, and 
CPOA findings letter dated June 10, 2016 to Mr. Arasim were distributed. (See 
attachment “D”). 

3. Mr. Arasim distributed a few packets of documents in his defense for his appeal.  
A copy of his packet is available upon request.  

4. The POB agreed to accept Mr. Arasim’s exhibits marked G, H, I and J into the 
record.  
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b) Appellant (citizen) Presentation (15 minutes) - Mr. Arasim gave a presentation to 
the POB regarding his appeal in CPC 251-15.  
1. Members discussed the sanctions regarding the uniform violation will be 

addressed later under the CPOA presentation.  
c) Police Officer(s) Presentation (5 minutes) - There was no officer presentation.  
d) APD/IA Presentation (10 minutes) - APD/IA did not give a presentation. 
e) CPOA Presentation (10 minutes) - Director Harness gave his presentation to the 

POB regarding the appeal in CPC 251-15.   
1. Director Harness stands by his findings for the uniform violation SOP 2-01-2E2bi 

as exonerated and the camera violation SOP 1-39-3A as not sustained as listed in 
the findings letter dated June 10, 2016.  

2. The sanction for the uniform SOP violation is a level 7, which is a verbal 
reprimand.  

3. Discussed the reproduction options for citizen exhibits for future POB Appeal 
hearings.   

f) Appellant (citizen) (5 minutes) - Mr. Arasim concluded his appeal presentation. 
1. Members discussed the issues of Mr. Arasim’s appeal.  

g) A motion was made by Vice Chair Waites to affirm the original findings as presented 
by the CPOA. Member Fine seconded the motion. The motion was carried by the 
following vote: 
For: 7 - Brown, Fine, Garcia, Mohr, Orick-Martinez, Ring, Waites 
Against: 1 – Cruz 

IX. Consent Agenda Cases. The CPOA’s findings in each case listed on the consent agenda 
are reviewed and approved by the POB. The findings become part of the officer’s file, if 
applicable. Copies of the full findings letters to the citizens can be located at 
http://www.cabq.gov/cpoa/findings-letters/civilian-complaints-pob-findings.  
a) Administratively Closed Cases  

247-15 011-16  106-16  129-16  133-16  135-16 
A motion was made by Vice Chair Waites to approve the Administratively Closed 
Cases as written. Member Fine seconded the motion.  The motion was carried by the 
following vote: 
For: 8 - Brown, Cruz, Fine, Garcia, Mohr, Orick-Martinez, Ring, Waites 

b) Cases investigated 
075-16 083-16  107-16  114-16  123-16  127-16 
131-16 
A motion was made by Vice Chair Waites to approve Cases investigated as written. 
Member Fine seconded the motion.  The motion was carried by the following vote: 
For: 8 - Brown, Cruz, Fine, Garcia, Mohr, Orick-Martinez, Ring, Waites 

  

http://www.cabq.gov/cpoa/findings-letters/civilian-complaints-pob-findings
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c) CIRT Cases  
C-006-16 
Chair Mohr removed this item from the Consent Agenda and moved it to Director 
Harness’ report under item XII, f.  

X. POB’s Review of Garrity Materials -There are no current Officer Involved Shooting 
cases this month that require Garrity approval.   

--- The dinner break began at 6:16 p.m. and reconvened at 6:41 p.m.  
XI. Reports from Subcommittees 

a) Community Outreach Subcommittee Dr. Ring- For more information regarding 
POB Community Outreach Subcommittee meetings for agendas and minutes, please 
refer to our website located here:   
http://www.cabq.gov/cpoa/subcommittees/outreach-committee  Member Ring gave 
the following report on behalf of the Community Outreach Subcommittee: 
1. The meetings of the Community Outreach will be held on every 4th Monday of 

each month.   
2. The next meeting is scheduled for November 28, 2016 at 5 p.m. 
3. The Spanish language complaint form is currently being worked on and has been 

submitted to the designer.   
b) Policy and Procedure Review Subcommittee, Susanne Brown - For more 

information regarding POB Policy and Procedure Subcommittee meetings for 
agendas and minutes, please refer to our website located here: 
http://www.cabq.gov/cpoa/subcommittees/policy-procedure-review-committee 
Member Brown gave the following report on behalf of the Policy and Procedure 
Subcommittee: 
1. Selection, Authority, and Responsibility of the Chief of Police Policy 3-1. (See 

attachment “E” for 3-1 Proposal to Policy 3-1).  
a. Discussed the underlined changes in Policy 3-1. See attachment “E”.  
b. A motion was made by Member Orick-Martinez that the POB accept the 

changes to SOP 3-1 and that a letter be sent to Chief Gorden Eden, Jr. 
requesting that the changes (see below for changes) be implemented 
immediately and that the Monitor be cc’d in the letter. In addition, Member 
Brown amended the motion to send SOP 3-1 with changes be sent to the 
Office of Policy Analysis (OPA). Member Cruz seconded the motion.  The 
motion was carried by the following vote:  

For: 9 – Armijo, Brown, Cruz, Fine, Garcia, Mohr, Orick-Martinez, Ring, 
Waites 
The following changes were made SOP 3-1: 

 
Under paragraph: 3-1-3 Qualifications 
Number 2:”Progressive experience over at least  
10 years with an additional 5 years of Command  

http://www.cabq.gov/cpoa/subcommittees/outreach-committee
http://www.cabq.gov/cpoa/subcommittees/policy-procedure-review-committee
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level of supervisory experience.” 
 
Number 5: “Advanced certification from the  
New Mexico Law Enforcement Academy or equivalent.” 
 
Number 6:  “Completion of a law enforcement  
management program (e.g. FBI National Academy, 
PERF Senior Management Institute, Northwestern  
Police Staff and Command).” 
 

2. APD’S Protocol or policy for processing rape kits 
a. Discussed APD’s protocol or policy for processing rape kits.  
b. A motion was made by Member Brown that the Policy and Procedures 

Subcommittee draft and send a letter to the Chief regarding our concerns 
about the Forensic Lab. Member Cruz seconded the motion. The motion was 
carried by the following vote: 
For: 9 – Armijo, Brown, Cruz, Fine, Garcia, Mohr, Orick-Martinez, Ring, 
Waites 

3. OPA Review Schedule - POB Policy Sign-up - Discussed the OPA Review 
Schedule (See attachment “F”).  

4. Changes to the POB Ordinance - Discussed the language for the changes in the 
ordinance.  

5. Data from APD regarding Motor Vehicle Accidents 
a. Discussed the POB/CPOA’s data request from APD regarding officers 

involved in motor vehicle accidents.  
b. A motion was made by Member Brown to send a letter to the Chief formally 

requesting the data regarding motor vehicle accidents involving APD officers, 
the motion as spoken by Member Brown is as follows: 

“That we write a letter to the Chief requesting the data—we have three 
different things that we asking for about: 
1. Officer accidents where the vehicle was towed and whether the officer 
had drug test; 
2. Where the actual location was; 
3. Whether the officer was on duty or in direct transport to and from 
home, which is these rules, that you can take a vehicle if you’re going to 
and from home or if you’re stopping to pick up your kids.  
We would like to know where these accidents are occurring.”  

Member Cruz seconded the motion.  The motion was carried by the following 
vote: 
For: 9 – Armijo, Brown, Cruz, Fine, Garcia, Mohr, Orick-Martinez, Ring, 
Waites 
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c) Case Review Subcommittee, Leonard Waites - For more information regarding POB 
Case Review Subcommittee meetings and minutes, please refer to our website located 
here:  http://www.cabq.gov/cpoa/subcommittees/case-review-committee-crc. 
Subcommittee Chair Leonard Waites gave the following report on behalf of the Case 
Review Subcommittee:  
1. Report: The Case Review Subcommittee met on November 7, 2016 at 1:00 p.m. The 

following topics were discussed:  
a. Public Comments from Mr. Arasim; 
b. Briefly discussed the cases we voted on in the POB meeting tonight; 
c. Director Harness clarified information and questions arising from CPC 088-16; 
d. IA Pro Software; 
e. The Case Review Subcommittee next meeting will be on December 5, 2016 at 

10:00 a.m. 
2. Appeals - The appeal process can be found at: http://www.cabq.gov/cpoa/appeal-

process  
a. CPC 081-16:  The complainant was involved in a traffic accident with another 

citizen.  The complainant stated that the other person involved in the accident 
gave Sgt. L. false insurance information and that Sgt. L. made several errors in the 
traffic report.  The CPOA Administratively closed the case because they found 
that Sgt. L. did not violate any APD Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs). The 
request fails to meet the appeal process criteria. Therefore, the request is denied. 

b. CPC 121-16: The Complainant filed a complaint against APD Officer S. for 
attempting to violate his Second Amendment right. The CPOA found the 
Officer’s conduct to be Exonerated.  The request fails to meet the appeal process 
criteria. Therefore, the request is denied. 

c. A motion was made by Member Waites that the POB not accept the appeals for 
CPC 081-16 and CPC 121-16.  Member Fine seconded the motion. The motion 
was carried by the following vote: 
For: 8 – Brown, Cruz, Fine, Garcia, Mohr, Orick-Martinez, Ring, Waites 

XII. Reports from City Staff  
a) APD - APD Sgt. Anthony Simbala, Internal Affairs gave a report on Statistical Data 

for the Month of October 2016. Copies of the following documents were distributed 
(See “Attachments G1, G2 and G3”):   
• Attachment G1-APD Internal Affairs, Statistical Data for the Month of October 

2016 
• Attachment G2- Graph: Internal Investigations, Year to Date (January through 

October), Year to date total received cases 2011 through 2016; 
• Attachment G3- Graph: Internal Investigations January through October 

1. Discussed the POB’s request to APD to provide the description of the SOPs, 
especially those might have led to multiday suspensions and resignations.  

http://www.cabq.gov/cpoa/subcommittees/case-review-committee-crc
http://www.cabq.gov/cpoa/appeal-process
http://www.cabq.gov/cpoa/appeal-process


 

Civilian Police Oversight Board 
Minutes – November 10, 2016 

 Page 7  

2. Sgt. Simballa gave descriptions of those SOP’s as listed on “APD Internal Affairs, 
Statistical Data for the Month of October 2016.” See attachment G1.  

3. Discussed the POB’s request to get traffic accidents by month. Sgt. Simballa says 
that APD traffic accidents are now handled by the area commands and are now 
identified as “VC’s” instead of “I’s” in IA Pro. 

4. Discussed the “Resignation in Lieu of Termination” procedure as stated in 
attachment G1.  

b) City Council - Mr. Moya stated that City Council has accepted the CPOA’s Semi-
Annual report and discussed the POB members’ re-appointment options for members 
whose memberships are expiring.   

c) Mayor’s Office - No one present to give a report. 
d) City Attorney’s Office 

Ms. Hernandez is in receipt of the list “Recommendations from CPOA/POB to APD” 
and is currently working on reconciling the items on the list.  

e) Community Policing Councils - No one present to give a report. 
f) CPOA – Edward Harness, Executive Director  

1. CPOA Report  
a. For the month of October 2016, the CPOA received 12 new complaints and 12 

Job Well Done reports. 
2. 2017 POB Meeting Dates - See attachment “H” for POB meeting schedule.  

a. Julian Moya discussed that he will follow up with Sr. Administrative Assistant 
Michelle Contreras to arrange meeting locations for POB subcommittees to 
have meetings. In addition, Mr. Moya will find out the exact dates that City 
Council will be meeting in Chambers for March and May 2017.  

b. Discussed the POB meeting dates for 2017.  The POB agreed on the following 
changes to the POB meeting schedule: 
March 16, 2016 at 4 p.m.  
May 18, 2016 at 4 p.m.  

3. POB Meeting for December 8, 2016 
a. A motion was made by Chair Mohr to cancel the POB meeting scheduled for 

December 8, 2016 at 5:00 p.m.  Vice-Chair Waites seconded the motion. The 
motion was carried by the following vote:  
For: 9 – Armijo, Brown, Cruz, Fine, Garcia, Mohr, Orick-Martinez, Ring, 
Waites 

4. IA Pro 
a. Discussed the Executive Director’s request for administrative rights in the IA 

Pro software.  See attachment “I1” – Director Harness’ memorandum dated 
October 25, 2016 and “I2” – IA Commander Jeremy McRae’s response 
memorandum dated October 31, 2016.  
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b. A motion was made by Member Orick-Martinez that a letter be drafted and 
sent to the Chief, with a copy to the Monitor, requesting access for Director 
Harness and Dr. Verploegh. In addition, that APD have more than one person 
to have administrative rights in case of that person becomes incapacitated or 
unavailable.  Member Garcia seconded the motion. After the motion, 
members discussed the contents of the letter. The motion was carried by the 
following vote: 
For: 9 – Armijo, Brown, Cruz, Fine, Garcia, Mohr, Orick-Martinez, Ring, 
Waites 

5. Discussed the site visit from the Monitoring team.  
6. Member Armijo made a summary to the board about his experience at the Citizen 

Police Academy, which he will be graduating from on the 17th.   
7. Discussed APD’s Early Intervention system (EIS).  

XIII. Meeting with Counsel re: Pending Litigation & Personnel Issues -There was no 
executive session and/or discussion regarding this item.  

XIV. Other Business 
a) CABQ email addresses for POB members: 

1. Members discussed the benefits of having a CABQ email for several reasons such 
as convenience, protection and easy access for IT to pull emails to comply with 
IPRA requests.    

2. A motion was made by Member Fine that the POB get CABQ email addresses 
and find out what the parameters of that are and to use those in lieu of the POB’s 
former email addresses. Member Orick-Martinez seconded the motion.  The 
motion was carried by the following vote:  
For: 9 – Armijo, Brown, Cruz, Fine, Garcia, Mohr, Orick-Martinez, Ring, Waites 

b) Member Brown would like to get suggestions from the POB regarding training. 
XV. Adjournment - A motion was made by Member Fine to adjourn the meeting.  Member 

Orick-Martinez seconded the motion.  The motion was carried by the following vote: 
For: 9 – Armijo, Brown, Cruz, Fine, Garcia, Mohr, Orick-Martinez, Ring, Waites 
Meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 

Next regularly scheduled POB meeting will be on 
Thursday, January 12, 2017 at 5 p.m. in the Vincent E. Griego Chambers. 
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APPROVED: 

 

___________________________________  ______________________ 
Beth Mohr, Chair      Date 
Civilian Police Oversight Agency    
 
CC: Julian Moya, City Council Staff 

Natalie Howard, City Clerk 
Dan Lewis, City Council President 

 
Minutes drafted and submitted by:   
Michelle Contreras, Senior Administrative Assistant 

  



 

Civilian Police Oversight Board 
Minutes – November 10, 2016 

 Page 10  

 
 

Attachments 
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Attachment “A” 
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Attachment “A” 
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Attachment “A” 
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Attachment “A” 
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Attachment “B” Attachment “B” 
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Attachment “B” 
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  Attachment “B” 
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  Attachment “B” 
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Attachment “C” 
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  Attachment “C” 
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Attachment “D” 
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Attachment “D” 
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Attachment “D” 
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Attachment “D” 
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Attachment “D” 
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Attachment “D” 
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Attachment “D” 
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Attachment “E” 
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Attachment “E” 
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Attachment “F” 
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Attachment “F” 
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Attachment “F” 
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Attachment “G1” 
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Attachment “G2” 
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  Attachment “G3” 
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Attachment “H” 
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Attachment “I1” 
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 Attachment “I2” 


